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. Criminal past - school governor and traveller 
pokesman Richard Sheridan has been involved in 
igarette smuggling operations 
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Jailed twice 
after gang 
brought millions 
of cigarettes 
into the 


SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 

By JON AUSTIN jon.austin@>nqe.com 

A SCHOOL governor has quit as the 
Echo today reveals he was part of a 
gang which smuggled millions of ciga- 
rettes into Britain. 

Richard Sheridan. 40, the main spokesman for 
travellers living illegally at Dale Farm. Crays 
Hill, has twice been locked up for smuggling. 


FULL STORY: PAGES 19, 20, 21 




Illegal haul - the cigarettes were hidden among fruit and veg 
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n ninii bod) mooting* UUt gOftiteralr 
voar. mwl wv had no chance k» follow 
th»* torin up It wj* dpprrvpntf# to 
accept hit rr#lgnuNon In light of the 
dl*cU*un-s ’ 


clusurr* systems Ju King, rhainniin 
of goNfinors. said "la February 
2006. all the governor* had vet to be 
CRH checked and wviv appuintivl 
on sc If -declaration* 

"In late 2f¥)7. as • n^ult of a 
review, iho governing body took the 
decision to request all menders 
apply for a CRH 

Shernlun was the only governor 
not to have been vet tint because h** 
HIM out the form incorrectly 
Ms Long odrled "It was not com 
pleiad to the satisfaction of the die 
closures unit. 

"Other commitments have pro 
vented Mr Sheridan attending gov 


By JON AUSTIN 
lon.au st ln^i>cjftxorn 

out admitting to his criminal past. 

His June 2006 defence argued for a 
lighter sentence because he was a 
governor, and claimed the school 
was aware of any prosecutions. 

Essex County Counci says it or 
the school has never known. 

Anyone with a sentence of thnee 
or more months in the Five years 
before becoming a governor is 
banned fVom being one 

Serving governors receiving 
three or more months should be dis- 
missed 

After Sheridan s 2006 release he 


R ICHARD Sheridan has 
resigned ns a governor in 
the wake of our revela- 
tions 

jkpridftH quit the days Hill 
Primary School’s board after we 
Qpproitchad him for a common!. 

;. )*stlons were todny lieing asked 
ho# be beoufiKe a governor in the 
hi at place with such convictions. 

Up w.ia appointed In February 
2oS four months before his second 
prison term 

Governor meeting minutes show 
he rarely attended. 

Itc was not CRH checked, but 
filled nut a "self disclosure'* with 


remained tn the post, with County 
Hal 1 none the wiser 
^4*his \b the second embarrasa- 
ment for County Hail linked to 
Sheridan. Last May. It epproved a 
£12,000 grant for a log cabin com mu 
uity centre which went up on 
Sheridan’s illegal caravan pitch at 
Dale Farm without planning per- 
mission 

Basildon councillor Terri 
Sargent, a former governor at the 
school, said: "How could this hap- 
pen? When you are working with 
children you have to be checked. * r 

Yet it is discretionary for govern 
Ing bodies to use CRBs or self dls 


How could this 
happen? 

When you are 
working with children 
you have to be 
checked 


hearsay’ 


recognise 


Nil HARD MirntUn A 


rrmvutrd tin %mu|t|ttD| wftrn 
tactwd hr\ thl» Icbo 

Duflt^ bln cumirtinm bnlni * 
inniipf of pub! Lr record, bi> «wtid 
~11 you print oinihlnR if * slander 
V*u iiv gniim on hNH^v" 

Hr said hr would mm plain to the 
tdromW^oft fbr Kuril* I kqu*tlr\ 
inrm fhi Human Right* and 
Rquallfias ( nmralNHhm) II «r pub 
Him and raVcturd to comment f ur 
fUrr 

N'f railed again 2*4 hoar* liilrr, 
flflnriitg a otcwid ctuinc* to cum* 
mrttt, but hr drtllmd 
QMrf Mtrdi •! wnv during 111* 
Junr dMNi M’tikitfv dviviHT lawyiT 
Mr P MDiniv daafTtbrd HU fl ml 
•prl! latfelnd bur* u a *valuUl> 

wakr up air 

Mi Mmm% said: "He has, since 
h#*a been rr I raw’d, been actively 
u>'« Ivrd within tb« tmvrUiny tom 

munUv 

“H» U a moimiwiijiu’r of (hr 
C*pK$ Oiunrtl and ha* liaixrd with 
both lueal and cvn I ral gcvernnru <W 

baa uLso b*v.t\ iavviafA wnh 
* 4 flour* police (bvtfi, llhfW® 

again, on behalf of the gamut uni 1? 
•Nib the- chief jnllcv adWrs in 
virviiu *rtw a 

"In addition he tm- bmtnm* a 
stnol (larmnr 

“Yottr honour *111 at** a man. 
*h<» prior to going tn prikim. wa« 
in a patirrn of nfirtulJng or prr» 
h*i** a pMktrrn *Ati% <*m«*rulng but, 
having b^rn Rnltmetd to 12 
month % impMwmmout, bf l wry 
much changrd and lurni’d hi« life? 
around * 

lii* dad John O’BrlHt s drltmo* 
lovolvwl a chartniM ret*r»nc# 
from bin local ptnith pilnM in 
Hulvcrhamptun 

The court alvu brard O’Brien U 
diftheiu and nred* regular insulin 
Iflinlluiii ii« was i he main uurr 
lor a dtaablrd da ugh tor nnri the 
•ires# of watting a year after 
pleading guilty had been a «a*n- 
MOOT In UftftlJ 

Sheridan t campaigning over 
I lair Farm lui* bern high profile. 

Ii lu<« involved working ulong 
aide fha like-* of movli* alar 
\avH*»%« Hadgrave olid actor broth 
*r Conn, who tulUperd from a 


b«*ort attach during a Otiildon 
Council rMrtinn voir In AO OS Hr 
a l v*‘ ^ofktMi with Kill Ih ni |u»ai 
laird Ut hufs ftitindrr of lh#» All 
l'4fty f ar llamriifai \ Group on 
Gy pay and I r«wllr« Law Rftform 
lie now iayft If !■ liakildon 
Cntinci! which U foul of thr law, 
and ahufting fltr 21*04 thmVinr Act 
h> n«*t prm'liting ahrmnlivo m -w 
Mtitr evicting tnitvllm. 

H« Im* told itiuiith %$ rn« vtiny% 

fil» 4’gfetidftd faiiilli u hi nuking no 
law* rruiaining at 1 title I nttti and 
)u»l wani% merits to rli?« iricliy unit 

wiiirr. 

Inni Avoburv pruivd him fur 
vci/unt4TMng ro writ k on behalf of 
the traveller* 

He said: ‘'Tlierr it always the 
pn**ibillt y of somt onr convicted of 
«i cn it 1 1 nul offence genuinrfv turn- 
ing over u new leaf 
"He duo* appear ro be a very 
strong campaigner Tor the gipsy 
cause, lie U very active tn vnlun* 
tearing and energetic, which din>s 
indicate he has turnip over a new 
leaf " 


^^Ps. Sheridan took over the battle 
to save Dale Farm ui 2005. after his 
first release from prison, becoming 
chairman of its residents' associa- 
tion 

That year he talked of standing 
for Parlianent against Tory 
Blllerlcay MP John Baron, but 
never did 

He is a regular at parliamentary 
comini Hee room meet ligs organ- 
ised by Lib Dem peer Lord Avebury. 

Lord Avebury, who founded the 
Ail Party Parliamentary Group on 
Traveller Law Reform, gave 
Sheridan an award for volunteer 

work., At aH»U6« of Lords ounsrooCTT 

in summer 2005. 

Sheridan also got a community 
award from Essex Fire and Rescue 
for work lo fire safety at the Dale 
Farm site. 


LOOKING leaner after a second 
spell behind bars, Richard Sheridan 
shows off a Yellow' Rose Award for 
efforts to bridge gaps between trav 
ellers and residents. 

Michelle Banks, head of the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government Gypsy and 
Traveller Unit, and Richard 
Bennett, chairman of the Local 
Government Association Gypsy and 
Traveller task group, presented the 
award ui September 2006, 

Sheridan mixed with senior 
police officers, teachers and council 
stiiff at the Kent County Council 
sponsored event organ isod by uay- 
HU/ir pressure groups. 

*»"«i(lna tlAft 1 uu.mhI with police 
enter TCmStdbn «, spoken at interna- 
tional conferences and urged the 
Council of Europe at Brussels, for 
suppart. 

Sheridan has also been allowed to 
influence Government decisions on 
traveller site provision, while Crays 
Hill villagers have been denied 
meetings. 

Travellers stand to profit if Dale 
Farm got planning permission ami 
Sheridan's wife owns more green 
belt land at Kennel Lane, Billericay. 

Jle sat on a panel advising the for 
iiht Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister on traveller issues and has 
attended a number of Government 
meetings and lunches at 
Westminster with senior officials 
months befare being jailed in 
June 2006, he made an anti-eviction 
statement m Westminster. 

lie once boasted to the Echo of 
paving a suitcase full #f business 
ca^ ds of powerful people, including 


■ Yellow 
roses - 
Richard 
Sheridan and 
Jo Jones of 
Gypsy and 
Traveller 
Affairs 
receive 
awards 


tables 


members 


years 


A DALE Farm traveller was Jaded 
tor two years for being in an organ 
la*d mint gang which terrified 
truck driver* into smuggling lobar 

CO 

Jftmtrt Gammell 29, from Oak 
Ivinf billericay. was one of four 
traveller* convicted in June 2004 of 
belonging to an organised gang su* 
peeled of trafficking up to £2millton 
ol tobacco from Belgium to Britain 
over two yeei>. 

Hln cohort* were Danny Flynn, 38 
from Caravan Sit#-. Three Cherry 
Trees Lane Hamel Hempstead. 
Hertfordshire and Richard O’Bnen. 
24 - a cousin of Dale Farm 
spokesman Richard Sherulan from 
Monks Hill. Rathkt*aJc, Limerick. 
Ireland 

The ringleader was Daniel 
O'Brien. 38, of Roches Road. 
Raihkeale. an antique and car deal 
er. 

They too were all jailed for two 

year*. 

A trial at Palab de Justice. 
Bruges. Belgium, heard the men 
were part ol a highly organised 
criminal gang of up to iso traveller* 
with l l K and Irish passports who 
used violence and intimidation to 
hare drivers at truck stops to carry 


large amounts of tobacco to the UK 
Police estimated the wider group 
was shipping 30.000 packets of tobac 
co to England a month, making 
£50,0#0 a week. The period the gang 
operated overlaps with the time 
Richard Sheridan and his dad 
arranged cigarette deals in Belgium, 
but there is no evidence *f a direct 
link 

The trial heard they offered dnv 
ers cash to take small amounts of 
tobacco, before increasing the load, 
and scaring them inlo thinking they 
were working for the IRA 
They were arrested near 
Zeebrugge m January 2004 in pos- 
session of two boxes of tobacco, 
each containing 120 5ig packets. 

They denied the charges, claiming 
not to know each other, and were 
heading to a Paris antique fair. 

Mobile phone records showed they 
were in Belgium over a longer peri 
od and were contacting each other 
A statement from a tobacco whole- 
saler said he recagnised » number of 
them over a period of a year and a 
half The businessman based in 
Adenkerke admitted a history of 
business with the travell el's and pro- 
vided details of quantities they 
bftUght. 


■ Certificate - Richard Sheridan displays an award for his volunteer 
work presented to him by Lord Avebury 


■ Fire and safety - Richard Sheridan receives an award from Es&cx 
County F iro and Rescue 


investigate 


commission 


He is very active 
in volunteering 
and energetic, 
which does indicate 
he has turned over a 
new leal 


Hard Sheridan joined ibe 
( 'U >s * Council two months before 
beiag kilt'd in 2006. later becoin 
ink! its president 

V funded tUi.300 by Comic 
Ke ef ia 2007 and he is a director 
(trustee) according to accounts. 

Yet peapio with unspent convic- 


tions for deception or dishonesty 
ure barred from being a trustee. 

Jo Moir, charily commission 
spokeswoman, said: "Charities 
that Use director and trustee as 
terms would be implying tbeir 
baard of directors far the compa- 
ny are roost likely also trustees. 


“However, Mr Sheridan is not on 
our list of trustees for this chari- 
ty, because it has not upduted us 
with an annual return since 2005. 
Tills is something wo will look 
into." 

The latest accounts it filed for 
2007, three months late, showed 


total funds of £7,228, In 
September trustee Thomas Acton 
launched *i whipround to Q> rep- 
resentatiw-s to a conference, soy- 
ing: ~The Gypsy Council has run 
out of money ” The charity say* II 
has Increased support fbr “chafer 
table activities*’ at tbe sire. 


■ Daniel O’Brien*- ringleader of the smuggler* 


SOFAS? 























Contact us: Sou^-end 01702 32 r 50 Basildon 01268 469308 


Echo Wednesday February 25 2009 19 


nr 

T7TJ 

LJ L 












